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Minutes---Tuesday March 15, 2016 

 

On Tuesday March 15, 2016 the Kearney Park Board met for its monthly meeting.  

Members present were Connie Crawford, Todd Stowe,  Jeff Couchman & Bruce Sprague.  

Julie Jones, Marie Steiner, and Ed Haney were absent.   

Bruce Sprague made the motion to accept the minutes from the February 16th, meeting, 

and Connie Crawford seconded the motion.  The motion carried 4-0 

 

 

Old Business—Staff and the park board discussed many items of park maintenance as it 

was reported that we plan to start applying chemical again this year in the majority of the 

park, and mow the soccer fields twice a week. Staff reported that soccer is in full force  

with over 225 kids participating in the spring season.   Staff reported that the park 

department will be getting a new park truck, which was approved at the Board of 

Aldermen budget hearing process, and has since been ordered.  Ryan mentioned that we 

will also have a tommy lift gate installed as to help with transporting heaving equipment, 

dumping of trash, etc.  Eric told the members that the pond fountain that Bruce Sprague 

helped install about 4 years ago has quit working, and a new one in the amount of $2,900 

has been ordered.  The new fountain has an updated design, and we will continue to use 

the light kit we have and install it on the new fountain.  Cunningham construction will do 

the install and wiring to the existing electrical pedestal at the corner of the pond.  Staff 

reported the bathrooms at Mack Porter Park have been turned on, along with the 

fountains along the trails.  Baseball and Softball Practice is also in full force, with KHRA 

starting their practices April 1st.  Ryan and Eric were pleased to tell the board that adult 

league softball, both men and coed leagues have resumed, with a total of 18 teams 

playing on Wednesday and Friday nights at Mack Porter Park fields #4 and #5.  We 

anticipate also starting an adult kickball league in early May if everything goes as 

planned.  We will be planting 6 trees in Fairview Cemetery something in April when we 

get caught up mowing 

 

New Business-- staff reported various topics such as the new fiscal year begins April 1st, 

and some of the items we would like to accomplish are continuing to mulch the 

playgrounds for the safety aspect.   

We will be interviewing for our summer part time person to start approximately mid 

April, for mowing and all park related upkeep.  We also will be sharing with the Street 

department an employee to maintain the ball fields for KHRA games and practices.  We 

will also have Hayden Gore coming back mid May after he is done with his college.  He 

will also be our second part time employee for the summer.  KHRA again this year will 

be using the fields for their games and we have the same agreement with KHRA to chalk 

the fields and make sure they are mowed for their games.   

Eric told board members that Linda Minson is waiting on insurance for the Mud Run so 

to make sure the City of Kearney is protected from any incidents that may occur.  Linda, 

with Truss Advantage is keeping close tabs, making sure the City of Kearney is not at 

risk.  Linda is also working to make sure she receives the insurance from the Jesse James 

Festival, along with the Demolition Derby.  In the past years, the insurance from the 

Demolition Derby has been approved, but again, Linda is making sure the coverage is 

correct.  We are getting many requests for park shelters and pavilion rentals, as the spring 

and summer season is upon us. 

Amphitheater Update. 

 

Ryan mentioned that the 2016 sound system is starting to come in and our sound 

technician, Brian Reece is installing the different components in his shop, then will 
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transfer to the amphitheater.  Brian will be pulling the new cable to the front of our 

control system in early April, and he has delivered the two sound control boards already.  

Ryan and Eric will be in attendance at the Kearney Business Expo to do a soft release of 

the summer schedule.  We will fully release the schedule on our Kearney Amphitheater 

website in early April.   Contract negotiations for our national acts are done, and deposit 

checks go out the first of April.  We also will be sending the fireworks contract to J& M 

displays so to get even a bigger discount and more shells for our July 3rd event.  We will 

be the program along with Mayor Dane at the May Chamber of Commerce meeting.   

  

STAFF COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT    
After no board comments, and there being no further business on the agenda, a motion 

was made by Todd Stow and seconded by Bruce Sprague to adjourn.   

 

Approved: _____________________________ Attest: _________________________ 

                        Jeff Couchman Chairperson                       Ed Haney, Secretary 
 

 
 


